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Summary of the proposed Governor’s Performance Scholarship program 
 
The Governor’s Performance Scholarship program would provide financial incentives for high 
school students to earn admission to -- and be prepared to excel at -- public and private 
institutions of vocational or academic higher education in Alaska. 
 
Students would earn eligibility through merit; however, eligible students with an unmet financial 
need greater than $2,000 a year would receive additional scholarship funds. 
 
 
The goals of GPS are to: 
 

• improve students’ performance in high school; 
• increase high school graduation rates; 
• improve students’ preparation for college-level work; 
• improve students’ scores on college entrance exams, which are the basis for some 

national scholarships; 
• bolster the rigor of high schools’ curriculums; 
• boost students’ opportunities for job training; 
• increase parents’ involvement in their children’s education; 
• reduce students’ remediation in college; 
• increase students’ academic achievement in institutions of higher education; 
• and provide for timely completion of higher education degrees. 

 
 
Requirements 
 
GPS recipients would be required to complete a rigorous course of study in high school, have 
good grades, and score well on an assessment. Students who meet the eligibility requirements 
would be entitled to a scholarship. Alaska’s postsecondary institutions would remain free to 
determine their admissions policies. 
 
The program would begin with the high school Class of 2011, which would enter colleges or 
technical schools in the fall of 2011. The high school course requirements would be phased in 
over time. They are: four years of English, math and science, and three years of social studies. 
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The rigorous course requirements are central to the program’s value. The state currently requires 
high school graduates to take four years of English and three years of social studies -- but only 
two years of math and science. 
 
ACT -- a nationwide nonprofit with extensive experience in college-entrance assessments – 
reports that students are much more likely to do well in college if they have taken at least four 
years of English and three years of math, social studies and science in high school. 
 
Note that the Governor’s Performance Scholarship has even higher requirements than that. In 
fact, ACT has found that students who take a curriculum similar to the GPS requirement are 
significantly more likely to do well in college than other students. 
 
 
Categories of scholarships: 
 
Career and technical: “C+” GPA or higher and an acceptable assessment score on a work-ready 
assessment for an award capped at $3,000 a year for two years.  
 
Silver: “C+” high school GPA and an acceptable score on a college-entrance assessment for an 
award equal to 50% of UA’s tuition in the 2010-2011 academic year ($2,378) for up to 8 
semesters. 
 
Gold: “B” high school GPA and an acceptable score on a college-entrance assessment for an 
award equal to 75% of UA’s tuition in the 2010-2011 academic year ($3,566) for up to 8 
semesters. 
 
Platinum: “A” high school GPA and an acceptable score on a college-entrance assessment for 
an award equal to 100% of UA’s tuition in the 2010-2011 academic year ($4,755) for up to 8 
semesters. 
 
An “A” GPA is defined as 3.5 or higher. A “B” GPA is defined as 3.0 to 3.49. A “C+” GPA is 
defined as 2.5 to 2.99. Acceptable assessment scores will be defined by regulation. 
 
Students who meet the grade standards for a particular tier but not the assessment score standards 
for that tier may apply for a lower-tier scholarship. 
 
 
Needs-based provisions 
 
In addition to the above scholarships, students who earn a GPS on merit may receive additional 
funds in each year of the scholarship if they demonstrate they have financial need greater than 
$2,000 for that year. 
 
Students will submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to establish this 
need. 
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Financial need is established this way: Subtract from the allowable certified cost of attendance 
all non-loan sources of financial support, including the expected family contribution as 
determined by FAFSA, and all grants and scholarships, including the merit-based GPS. 
 
“Allowable certified cost of attendance” is defined as the lesser of the cost of attendance at the 
University of Alaska or the actual cost of attendance at the institution the student expects to 
enter. 
 
Students who are eligible for a GPS scholarship will receive 50 percent of their financial need 
greater than $2,000. The $2,000 provision reflects the belief that even students who have 
financial need should contribute something to their education. 
 
 
Use of the scholarships 
 
The GPS may be used for tuition and other academic costs. Students would be allowed to use the 
GPS only after all other scholarship funds, including Alaska Scholars funds, have been 
expended. The GPS funds would be sent directly to the education institutions. 
 
 
Eligibility criteria 
 
Eligible students must be Alaska residents as defined in AS 01.10.055. Home school and private 
school students are eligible if they can establish that they have the equivalent of a high school 
diploma and the required GPA, assessment scores and curriculum. 
 
Recipients would have six years from high school to use their scholarship unless they receive an 
extension for military service. They must maintain a minimum GPA, such as 2.5, in the 
postsecondary school to remain eligible. 
 
Part-time college students would receive an award proportionate to their part-time status. 
 
Recipients would be eligible to continue to receive scholarships during graduate school if they 
completed their four-year degree, are within six years of their initial eligibility, and have 
received fewer than eight semesters of support from the program. 
 
Non-eligible students include students who are in default of government education loans, have 
not complied with Selective Service requirements, or are convicted felons. The last-mentioned 
can appeal their eligibility to the Alaska Department of Education & Early Development (EED). 
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Responsibilities 
 
High schools, which hold students’ transcripts, would certify students’ eligibility. 
 
The State Board of Education & Early Development would adopt regulations regarding 
eligibility, such as requirements for courses and assessment scores in high school; the process by 
which home-schooled and privately schooled students demonstrate eligibility; and requirements 
for satisfactory progress in postsecondary institutions. 
 
The Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education would provide financial accountability and 
disburse the funds to institutions. 
 
EED, in consultation with the Department of Labor and Workforce Development, would adopt 
regulations to set the criteria by which career and technical school programs are eligible to 
participate in the program. 
 
 
Funding 
 
The program would be funded through earnings from an endowment set aside in the general 
fund.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


